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There are moments in our life when those who seek
most earnestly after God think they are forsaken of
God; when they hardly venture to ask themselves,
Do I then believe in God, or do I not ?

Let them not despair, and let us not judge harshly
of them; their despair may be better than many
creeds.

Let me quote, in conclusion, the words of a great
divine, lately deceased, whose honesty and piety
have never been questioned, ' G-od,' he says, 'is a
great word. He who feels and understands that,
will judge more mildly and more justly of those who
confess that they dare not say that they believe in
God/

Now, I know perfectly well that what I have said
just now will be misunderstood, will possibly be mis-
interpreted. I know I shall be accused of having
defended and glorified atheism, and of having repre-
sented it as the last and highest point which man
can reach in an evolution of religious thought. Let
it be so! If there are but a few here present who
understand what I mean by honest atheism, and who
know how it differs from vulgar atheism, ay, from
dishonest theism, I shall feel satisfied, for I know
that to understand that distinction will often help us
in the hour of our sorest need. It will teach us that,
while the old leaves, the leaves of a bright and happy
spring, are falling, and all seems wintry, frozen, and
dead within and around us, there is and there must
be a new spring in store for every warm and honest
heart. It will teach us that honest doubt is the
deepest spring of honest faith; and that he only who
has lost can find.